
 
 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE  
SUMMERY OF MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 21, 2020 
VIRTUAL MEETING AT 9:00 A.M.   

 

Design Review Committee minutes are not an exact transcript and represent key points and 
the basis of discussion. 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER – 9:00 A.M. 
 
2. INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER –Peter Kazura 

 
3.  ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS – Scott Spears, William Cheever, Fong Lee, Debbie Pearson, 

Matthew Prythero, Peter Kazura 
 

THOSE ABSENT: None 

 
ALSO PRESENT Rob Smetana, City Planning Manager; Cheryl Drake, Senior Planner; 
Lori Graham, Sr. Ass’t. City Attorney; Emily Grogg, Sr. Ass’t. City Attorney; Josie Suk, 
Systems and Administrative Manager; Sara Hutchinson, Administrative 
Specialist/Recording Secretary 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR – October 17, 2019 - Minutes approved with amendment: 

 A question was answered - only outer pane of glass being replaced, not the historic stained 
glass. 
 
Ms. Pearson moved to approve the minutes with the amendment. 
The following votes were cast on the motion: 
Those voting Yes:  Lee, Cheever, Pearson, Spears 
Those voting No: None 
Those abstaining: Prythero, Kazura 
Those absent: None 
The motion carried. 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 None  
 
6. APPLICATIONS  
 
  DA2020-0001, ELKS LODGE SITE AND FAÇADE MODIFICATIONS 

 
Cheryl Drake, Sr. Planner, introduced the case. She explained the additions, partial façade 
restoration and minor exterior changes. She gave background of the building and its 
design. Staff believes most of the waivers are justified and a few waivers require 
discussion. 
 
Peter Frank, President of Elks Lodge, applicant, gave an explanation of the Elks 
organization in Arvada. He stated that the intent of the lodge is to serve the community and 
that the renovation is to better the building for events with different members of the public. 
 
Jeff Swanson, architect, representative of the applicant, gave an overview of the proposed 
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site plan with the exterior improvements. He stated that the proposed improvements are to 
provide long-term storage, add a bathroom addition, remove a planter, and add a canopy. 
He stated that they will also be repainting handicap parking spots as well. He gave an 
overview of the programming of the site and the benefit that will come from the renovations. 
He explained the orientation change of the event space entrance in order to provide a more 
welcoming and clear entrance for the public that is separate from the private north entrance 
for the Elks members. He explained the historical look of the building. He explained the 
proposed change for the storefront entrance appearance (west side) to provide a more 
historic look and allow for more public appeal with the addition of glass and bricks. He 
explained the proposed changes to exterior elevations on the other sides of the building. He 
showed the changes made in their design process with planning Staff feedback. 
 
Mr. Frank explained that the current trailer used for storage in the alleyway was inherited by 
the Lodge from Safeway. 
 
Mr. Swanson explained the paint colors of the building exterior. He explained the existing 
non-conforming elements, including setbacks, build-to, and ground story transparency. The 
design guidelines waivers that are requested through the proposal include adding brick to 
the structure, not adding the original Safeway signage and colored panel features to the 
renovation, shifting entrance locations, and adding a front addition that not setback from the 
existing facade. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
IN FAVOR 

  
 Richard Moss, an Elks member, explained the charity goals of the Elks, and that the 

window-less appearance gives the wrong impression of the Elks Lodge to the community. 
He stated that the proposed renovations are an attempt to reach more members of the 
Arvada community. 

 
 John Klipka, an Elks member, stated his support for the project. He stressed the 

relationships between the Elks community, Arvada community, and the Arvada Olde Town. 
He emphasized the charity work of the Elks Lodge and the positive impacts that the 
renovations would have. 

 
 Patrick Salanki, resident of Olde Town and member of the Elks. He stated his agreement 

with the previous two members of the public. 
 
 IN OPPOSITION 

 
 None 
 
 COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 
 
 Ms. Pearson asked for the reasoning behind getting rid of the kickplate on the west 

elevation. 
 
 Mr. Swanson stated his openness to include the kickplate in the renovation if requested. 
 
 Mr. Frank stated that they felt the windows would provide a better look without the kickplate 

because of added transparency. 
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 Ms. Pearson explained that the majority of the storefronts in Olde Town do have the 

kickplate. 
 
 Mr. Cheever stated that he believes that the proposed renovation seems to accomplish 

many of the goals stated by the applicants. He stated his support for the storefront. He 
mentioned his support of adding the kickplate or a similar design that would better lend 
itself to the historic façade. He mentioned the subordination of the southwest addition on 
the front façade. He asked if there was thought given to stepping back the CMU material on 
the addition to separate it from the brick, as well as exposing the beam and original 
structure of the roof.  

 
 Mr. Swanson stated that they had not previously evaluated these from a design standpoint, 

but that they would be willing to discuss this change with the Elks Lodge members. 
 
 Mr. Cheever stated that the wall would not have to be pulled back much, but that it would 

assist with the façade appearance. 
 
 Mr. Frank asked how far the wall would need to be stepped back. He stated his concern for 

the weathering on the beam. 
 
 Mr. Cheever stated that two feet would be too much, and that the proposed even façade is 

a little jarring so he would recommend around 8”-1’ to better the design. 
 
 Mr. Swanson stated that it would assist with accentuating the brick corner detail as well. 
 
 Mr. Cheever stated that he supports the design and the engagement with the 

neighborhood. 
 
 Mr. Prythero stated his support for Mr. Cheever’s design recommendation for the wall being 

pulled back. He stated his support for the kickplate as well. 
 
 Mr. Swanson asked for clarification on the style of the kickplate with the opacity. 
 
 Ms. Pearson stated that the importance is in showing a difference with a kickplate. 
 
 Mr. Frank asked if the kickplate could be grey. 
 
 Mr. Kazura asked if changing the kickplate affects the building transparency percentage. 
 
 Ms. Drake clarified that anything done by the applicant to increase transparency is an 

improvement and a minimum percentage is not required for the application’s approval. 
 
 Ms. Pearson stated that with the current lack of transparency, any addition of transparency 

is an improvement for the building. She stated the importance of improving the historic 
feeling of the structure with an added kickplate. 

 
 Mr. Fong stated his support for previous Committee members in their support of the project. 

He stated his support for adding a kickplate in keeping the building consistent with other 
structures in Olde Town. He stated his support for the subordination of the CMU wall from 
the brick façade.  

 
 Mr. Frank stated the difficulty with moving the column because it is a structural element for 

the roof.  
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 Mr. Swanson clarified that the Committee is suggesting exposing the column, not moving it. 
 
 Mr. Fong asked about the elevation of the column.  
 
 Mr. Frank clarified the distance of the column from the façade. 
 
 Mr. Cheever stated that the step-in-plane is the priority over the exposing of the column, but 

that it is worth looking into.  
 
 Mr. Spears stated his agreement with the other Committee members. 
 
 Ms. Pearson stated that her office is across the street from the building. She explained that 

her biggest concern with the proposal was the entrance orientation shift. She stated her 
agreement with Mr. Cheever’s comments of a step-back and exposing the column to 
harken back to the original form of the building. She stated her appreciation for the work 
done by the applicants for the design. 

 
 Mr. Swanson stated his appreciation for the feedback presented by the Committee. 
 
 Ms. Drake stated that some of the waivers may not be required depending on the motion.

  
MOTION  
 
It was moved by Mr. Cheever that DA2020-0001, Elks Lodge Site and Façade 
Modifications, at 5700 Yukon Street, be recommended for approval of the waivers with 
comments on the kickplate and subordination of the southwest corner based on Item 2 on 
page 12 of the Staff Report (The proposed land-use activity is of a nature that will not 
undermine, impair, or conflict with the intent of the Arvada Downtown Historic District or 
Olde Town Zoning District, as set forth at §4.12.1 of this Code, and is compatible with both 
the distinctive characteristics of the Arvada Downtown Historic District or Olde Town Zoning 
District, as applicable, and the intent and purpose of the Design Guidelines). 

 
 DISCUSSION ON MOTION 

 
Ms. Pearson stated that 3.8, 3.9, 3.10, 3.24, 3.25, 3.26, 3.28, 3.32, 3.33, 3.36, 3.38, 3.48, 
3.49, 3.51 and 3.52 is recommended with kickplate design and will comply with this change, 
3.58, and 3.59 will be justified. The addition at the southwest corner must be subordinated 
by stepping it back and opaque glass will need to be incorporated into the western façade 
to retain the storefront kickplate. 

 
Ms. Drake clarified if, in regard to the kickplate, the dark grey glass was the 
recommendation. 
 
Mr. Frank stated that dark grey glass or material could be used. 
 
Ms. Drake asked if the design would be preferred to be the grey or the storefront dark 
bronze. 
 
Mr. Frank stated that a mock-up could be created. 
 
Ms. Pearson stated the need for clear parameters given by the Committee. 
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Mr. Cheever stated that the lower band must be there and tie in with the rest of the design, 
so grey, opaque glass, or dark bronze would all be good. He emphasized the historic nature 
of a kickplate in the district. 
 
Ms. Pearson stated her openness to all options suggested as long as the building design 
and color is taken into account. 
 
Mr. Fong stated his support for Mr. Cheever’s comments. 
 
Ms. Pearson asked Ms. Drake if this was enough guidance. 
 
Ms. Drake confirmed that it was enough.  

  
The following votes were cast on the motion: 
Those voting Yes:  Lee, Cheever, Pearson, Spears, Prythero, Kazura 
Those voting No: None 
Those absent: None 
The motion carried. 

 
Ms. Pearson thanked the applicants for their work. 
 
Mr. Swanson stated his appreciation for the feedback from the Committee on the kickplate. 
 
Ms. Pearson explained the process of the DRC recommendation for approval to the 
applicants. 

 
7. OTHER ITEMS   

 
 Ms. Pearson mentioned the election of officers to be done in the first meeting of June or 

after. She stated that she would like to set up training at this meeting for new officers and 
the entire committee.  

 
 Mr. Smetana stated that the Grandview project may be coming back to the DRC. He 

explained that there will be more details in the coming weeks. He mentioned the Olde Town 
Residences project ruling and its impact on case appeals. 

 
 Ms. Pearson asked about the decision made about the Olde Town Residences project and 

if this is something that could be discussed at this time. 
 
 Mr. Smetana stated that the decision with Olde Town Residences was that there was a 

processing flaw.  
 
 Ms. Suk stated that Staff will stay in contact with the Committee to let them know of any 

future meetings in June. 
 
8. ADJOURN – 10:20 A.M. 
 
 
 
              

Debbie Pearson, Chair    
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William Cheever, Secretary 
 
        

Sara Hutchinson, Recording Secretary 
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